
We, the undersigned, are natural and physical scientists, engineers, and social scientists with decades of 

research and technical experience related to Louisiana’s coast. Many of us have dedicated our careers to 

studying the socio-ecological system of the Mississippi River Delta. Our collective interdisciplinary work 

has informed the State’s efforts on the Louisiana Coastal Master Plan, the Mid-Barataria Sediment 

Diversion Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and other coastal restoration and protection 

efforts. We know all too well from our research and life experiences what is at stake for the ecosystems 

and people of coastal Louisiana. 

 

There is an opportunity in Louisiana to invest in restoration to build a more climate resilient future for 

Louisiana’s coast. Throughout the world, river deltas are under threat from rising sea levels, climate 

change, and other human impacts. With annual inputs of sediment and fresh water, river deltas can 

continue to provide valuable habitats and other benefits in the face of environmental changes. However, 

human activity has altered many deltas around the world and the Mississippi River Delta is no exception. 

Levees built along the river for flood control and navigation have severed much of the delta from the flow 

of sediment needed to sustain land in the face of rising sea level, changes resulting from the construction 

of canals, and a series of other direct and indirect impacts. The release of the DEIS for the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion project is a significant step forward in reintroducing flows of sediment back into the 

sediment-starved wetlands that are necessary for the Delta’s future. 

 

The idea of a river diversion at Myrtle Grove is not new. A diversion at this location was first explored 

more than 35 years ago in a 1984 feasibility study by the Army Corps of Engineers, but the concept for 

the project began to take firmer shape in 2001 under the Coastal Wetlands Protection and Restoration Act 

and in 2004 under Louisiana’s Coastal Area Program. Since that time considerable research has been 

conducted to better understand how to maximize the land building and sustaining benefits of river 

diversions as well as the ecological consequences of increasing freshwater flows and sediment inputs to 

the basin. With the diversion there will be changes in the basin –changes in water levels, sediment 

accumulation, and the distribution of salinity and some species of fish and wildlife. Efforts to mitigate for 

these changes should be as transparent and inclusive as possible. But without the diversion major changes 

are also expected to occur and the ecosystem will continue to degrade with continued sea level rise and 

wetland loss.  

 

The Mississippi River Delta is one of the most-studied deltas in the world, and the Mid-Barataria 

Sediment Diversion has been developed using the best available science and modeling, and reasonable 

assumptions about future conditions. However, once the diversion is built and being operated, the actual 

conditions will determine how complex interactions between physical, ecological and social aspects of the 

system play out. We must continue to invest in monitoring and research to measure the project’s success 

and better understand the changing environment, the diversion impacts to people, and to inform the robust 

adaptive management program that will inform decisions related to project operations. In addition, we 

believe that an independent and multidisciplinary science and technical advisory group - including 

physical scientists, ecologists, sociologists and other experts - should be established and engaged 

frequently to advise operation managers. 

 

The future of Louisiana’s deltaic wetlands depends on wise investment in restoration projects that provide 

long-term benefits to our coast. The Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion will help address the injuries to 

wetland habitat associated with the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill and is an important step towards a 

more climate-resilient future for Louisiana.   

 

Signed, 

 



Alexander S. Kolker, Associate Professor, Coastal Geologist 

Donald Boesch, Professor Emeritus, Marine and Environmental Science 

Ehab Meselhe, Professor, Water Resources Engineer, Tulane University 

John Day, Professor Emeritus, Coastal Scientist, Louisiana State University 

Sam Bentley, Professor, Geology, Louisiana State University 

Kim de Mutsert, Assistant Professor, Fish Ecology, University of Southern Mississippi 

Caz Taylor, Associate Professor, Ecologist, Tulane University 

Gary Shaffer, Professor, Wetland Restoration, Southeastern Louisiana University 

Donald Baltz, Professor Emeritus, Fish Ecology, Louisiana State University (Retired) 

Victor H. Rivera-Monroy, Associate Professor, Wetland Ecology 

Thomas C. Michot, Research Scientist, University of Louisiana (Retired) 

Torbjörn Törnqvist, Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Tulane University 

G. Paul Kemp, Adjunct Research Professor, Coastal Oceanography and Geology, Louisiana State 

University 

Kehui Xu, Associate Professor, Sediment Transport and Coastal Processes, Louisiana State University 

Thomas W. Sherry, Professor, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Tulane University 

J. V. Remsen, Emeritus Professor of Natural Science and Curator of Birds, Museum of Natural Science, 

Louisiana State University 

Jennifer O. Coulson, Adjunct Faculty, Ornithologist, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Tulane 

University 

Gary Peterson, Research Associate, College of the Coast and Environment, Louisiana State University 

(Retired) 

David A. White, Wetlands Ecologist, Loyola University New Orleans (retired) 

Davin Wallace, Associate Professor, Marine Geology, School of Ocean Science & Engineering, 

University of Southern Mississippi 

James Morris, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, College of Arts and Sciences, University of South 

Carolina 

Clint Willson, Professor of Civil & Environmental Engineering, Louisiana State University 

Harry Roberts, Boyd Professor Emeritus, Coastal-Marine Geology, Coastal Studies Institute, Louisiana 

State University (Retired) 

Matthew Hiatt, Assistant Professor, Coastal Hydrology, Louisiana State University 

Loretta L. Battaglia, Associate Professor, Wetland Ecology, Southern Illinois University 

Allyse Ferrara, Professor of Biological Sciences, Fisheries 

Jorge A. Villa, Assistant Professor, Environmental Sciences, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 



Richard Keim, Professor of Forest and Wetland Ecohydrology, Louisiana State University 

Brian Roberts, Associate Director of Science, Ecosystem Ecology and Biogeochemistry 

Zoe Hughes, Research Assistant Professor, Coastal Geomorphology, Boston University 

Piers Chapman, Research Professor, Marine Science, Texas A&M University 

Denise Reed, Research Professor Gratis, Coastal Geomorphologist, University of New Orleans 

James Nelson, Assistant Professor, Ecosystems Ecology, University of Louisiana Lafayette 

Steven Lohrenz, Professor, Marine Science & Technology, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

Andrew Baldwin, Professor of Wetland Ecology 

John T. Wells, Dean and Director, Deltaic Processes, Virginia Institute of Marine Science 

Peter Goodwin, President and Professor, River Morphology and Tidal Wetlands 

John M. Barry, Distinguished Scholar, Tulane University School of Public health and Tropical Medicine 

Donata Henry, Senior Professor of Practice, Ecology, Tulane University 

Sunshine Van Bael, Associate Professor, Wetland Ecology, Tulane University 

Stephen Formel, Microbial Ecologist, Tulane University 

Henry Bart, Director of Biodiversity, Ecology and Systematics of Freshwater Fishes and Amphibians 

William J. Platt, Disturbance ecology of coastal ecosystems, Louisiana State University (retired) 

Nan Walker, Professor, Department of Oceanography and Coastal Sciences and Coastal Studies Institute,  

Tracy Quirk, Associate Professor, Wetland Ecologist, Louisiana State University 

Elizabeth Kimbrough, Ecologist , Microbial Ecology 

Emily Farrer, Assistant Professor, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Tulane University 

John Lopez, Delta Science LLC 

Robert A. Thomas, Professor, Coastal Educator, Loyola University New Orleans 

Peter H. Yaukey, Chair of Department of Biological and Physical Sciences and Professor of Biology, 

University of Holy Cross 

Don Hauber, Biology Department Chair and Provost Distinguished Professor II, Loyola University New 

Orleans 

Paul Barnes, Professor and J.H. Mullahy Chair in Environemtnal Biology, Plant Ecology and Global 

Change Biology, Loyola University New Orleans 

Frank Jordan, Professor of Biological Sciences, Loyola University New Orleans 

Robert Moreau, Manager of Turtle Cove Environmental Research Station, Interdisciplinary 

Environmental Studies, Southeastern Louisiana University 

Edward B Overton, Environmental Chemist, Department of Environmental Sciences, Louisiana State 

University (retired) 


