
Re: Draft Phase 2 Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment
#8.1: East Orleans Landbridge Restoration Project and Raccoon Island
Restoration Project (RP/EA #8.1) 

Dear Trustees,

We, the 107 signers representing business and community leaders,
elected officials, sportsmen, scientists, landowners, and nonprofits, write
to express enthusiastic support for Draft Restoration Plan and
Environmental Assessment #8.1.  We are pleased to see the East Orleans
Landbridge recommended to receive $101.2 million for full
implementation, given the ecological importance of the project and the
broad public support demonstrated for the project during your drafting
and design process. Alternative 4 would create approximately 1,320
acres of marsh habitat and construct approximately 14,867 linear feet of
shoreline protection, providing large-scale restoration focused on the
most vulnerable areas of the project landscape. This draft plan and
environmental assessment represents a major step forward in habitat
restoration and coastal protection for communities from New Orleans to
the Northshore, to the River Parishes.   

The Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill impacted nearshore coastal marsh
habitat throughout Louisiana, including the East Orleans Landbridge. This
is a critically important area for both ecosystem health and community
protection. Large-scale restoration is urgently needed to stabilize this
area and restore eroding and degraded marsh, thereby improving habitat
and increasing protection from storm-induced flooding. 
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The East Orleans Landbridge serves several important functions: 

Reduces storm surge in Lake Pontchartrain and enhances storm
protection for over 1.5 million people who live around Lake
Pontchartrain and Lake Maurepas, including the cities of New
Orleans, Baton Rouge, Metairie, LaPlace, Mandeville and Slidell;
Provides vital wetland and estuarine functions, including control of
tidal flow between the Gulf of Mexico and Lake Pontchartrain,
benefitting the ecosystem and the people who rely on a healthy
estuary for their livelihoods;
Serves as important habitat for hundreds of species of fish and
wildlife, including sturgeon and migratory birds;
Aids the effectiveness of the Hurricane & Storm Damage Risk
Reduction System (HSDRRS) surrounding the Greater New Orleans
and hosts the Highway 90 hurricane evacuation route;
Helps maintain or enhance important commercial fisheries, such as
shrimp and blue crab;
Helps maintain or enhance recreational fishery, such as speckled
trout and redfish.

Restoration of the East Orleans Landbridge has garnered support from
tens of thousands of people since Hurricane Katrina. Restoration of the
East Orleans Landbridge is recommended by the 2012 Army Corps
MRGO Ecosystem Feasibility Report and the 2023 Louisiana Coastal
Master Plan. The East Orleans Landbridge is also a priority area identified
in the City of New Orleans Resilience Strategy and the Orleans Parish
Hazard Mitigation Plan.

As concerned stakeholders, we strongly support this Draft Restoration
Plan and Environmental Assessment #8.1 and would like to see the work
move forward with urgency. Thank you for your consideration. 



Sincerely,

Chris Dier
2020 Teacher of the Year

Chad Nolan
ABC Supply Co

Tommy Akin
Akin Promotions

Ama Rogan
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Anthony Williams
A-Team Mortgage Lending Partners 

Don Dubuc
Bayou Wild TV  
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Bill Buckley
Bill Buckley Outdoor Photography 

Barnie Calef
Calef Calls Inc. 

Spencer Murphy
Canal Barge Company 
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Greg Gasperecz
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Tina Freeman
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Dr. Beverly Wright
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Mike Benge
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David Muth
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John Lopez, Ph.D.
Delta Science, LLC  
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Dr. Donata Henry
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Kevin McCaffrey
e/Prime Media, LLC 

Greg Cedotal
East Ascension Sportsman's League 

Ernesto Maldonado
EM Improvements

Will McDow
Environmental Defense Fund 

Rev. Dr. Fred Devall
Episcopal Priest 

Canaan Heard 
Faulks Game Calls

Randy Fertel
Fertel Foundation 

Amy Williams
Fin-Addicts RV Park

Benny Rouselle
Former Plaquemines Parish President 

Ramsey Russell
GetDucks.com 

Franziska Trautmann
Glass Half Full

Isabella Donnell
Glassroots

Bill Bridge
Global Green USA 

Peter Waggonner
GNO Inc. Coalition for Coastal
Resilience and Economy

Warren Coco
Go-Devil Manufacturers

Peter Digre
Greater New Orleans Interfaith
Climate Coalition

Captain Rick Owens
GypsyFly Charters 

Carson Hull
Head Outdoors TV 

Dr. Angela Chalk
Healthy Community Services 

Martha Collins
Healthy Gulf 

Alan Delery
Hollygrove-Dixon Neighborhood
Association 

Betty Perez
Holy Cross Neighborhood Association 

Jerry Bologna
Jefferson Parish Economic Development
Commission 

Bill Cooksey
Key Corner Sportsman's Club

Lauren Hall
LAH Designs 

Kristi Brocato
Land Trust for Louisiana 

Jake Latendresse
Latendresse Media



Garry Mason
Legends of the Outdoors Hall of Fame 

Sandy Rosenthal
Levees.org 

Patrick A. Barnes, P.G.
Limitless Vistas, Inc. 

Richard Lipsey
Lipsey's Guns 

Louis Michot
Lost Bayou Ramblers 

Richard Fischer
Louisiana Charter Boat Association 

Marylee Orr
Louisiana Environmental Action Network 

Rep. Aimee Freeman
Louisiana House of Representatives 

Rep. Mandie Landry
Louisiana House of Representatives

Marie Gould
Louisiana Lost Lands
Environmental Tours 

Mike Smith
Louisiana Marsh Guide Service

Arthur Johnson
Lower 9th Ward Center for Sustainable
Engagement and Development 

Cynthia Guillemet
Lower Nine Neighborhood Association 

Laura Paul
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Mason Page
Murier Ecosystem Services 

Lauren Bourg
National Audubon Society 

Walt Leger
New Orleans & Company 

Harry Barton
New Orleans Johnnys

Dana Honn
NOLA Food Enterprises Shae Freeman

Louisiana Master Naturalist 
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Louisiana State Senate 
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Louisiana Wildlife Federation 

Amanda Moore
National Wildlife Federation 
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New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
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Jennifer Coulson
Orleans Audubon Society 

Stephen Chustz
Outcome Based Solutions 

James Collier
Paprika Studios, LLC 

Leighann Smith
Piece of Meat

Kristi Trail, PE
Pontchartrain Conservancy 

Chris Hill
Premier Custom Calls 

Christy Swann, Ph.D.
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Polly Glover
Restore or Retreat 

Simone Maloz
Restore the Mississippi River Delta 

Doug Karpicke
Riverview Appraisal 

Chris Macaluso
Teddy Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 

Blaise Pezold
The Arlene and Joseph Meraux
Charitable Foundation 

Barbara Johnson
The Great Delta Tours 

Mike Stewart
The Stewart Agency 

Jessica Dandridge
The Water Collaborative 

Pat Pitt
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Woodlands Conservancy 

Khải Nguyễ n
Sông Community Development
Corporation

Meredith Dowling
SouthWings, LLC 

Mike Stag
Stag Liuzza, LLC 

Sarah Mack, Ph.D. 
Tierra Resources, LLC

Mike McNett
USA Ice Team 

Mart Copley
Xpress Boats

Austyn Malynn & Hilary Nguyen
Worthwhile Social Club

Eric Cosby
Top Brass Tackle
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